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politician with a past rather than with a future.
Indeed, his future was slightly complicated by
Mr. Baldwin's impulsive action in dissolving Parlia-
ment late in 1923 on the issue of Protection. If
Mr. Churchill was plainly headed for the Conserva-
tives, it was hardly possible for him to take the
plunge upon their sudden challenge to Free Trade.
For that was the very issue upon which he had
left them twenty years before. Besides, he was not
a Protectionist. But in his choice of a constituency
he emphasised the fact that his major interest was
in the defeat of Socialism. For he refused the offer,
amongst others, of a relatively promising seat in
Manchester and went off to oppose a Socialist at
West Leicester. Fighting as a Coalition Liberal, he
recited the familiar litany of Free Trade argument;
but he turned his main attention to the refutation
of Labour doctrines. These were largely supple-
mented from his audiences by retrospective and often
disorderly denunciations of the Dardanelles, and he
was beaten once again.

As 1924 opened upon the installation of a Labour
Government with Liberal support, things were grow-
ing serious for Mr. Churchill. He would soon be
fifty; he had suffered two defeats without apparent
prospect of retrieving them; and he was in some
danger of becoming perilously isokted. That was
hardly to his taste. Life as an anti-Socialist Stylites
on a lonely pillar in the political Thebaid would lead
nowhere. But it seemed to be his melancholy por-
tion in 1924. For his isolation from the Liberals
was inevitable in view of their unhappy lapse in
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